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Bill 6687 AN ACT CONCERNING MINOR REVISIONS TO THE EDUCATION STATUTES
MARCH 23, 2009
This testimony is submitted by Lara Herscovitch, Senior Policy Associate at the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance (Alliance).  The Alliance is a statewide, non-profit organization that works to reduce the number of children and youth entering the juvenile and criminal justice system, and advocates a safe, effective and fair system for those involved.
The Alliance supports section 4 of Bill No. 6687 which would require districts to accept the credits that children earn within the Department of Children and Families school district in the same way that they must accept credits from youth who return to the district. The Alliance believes that legislation is necessary in order to ensure that children who complete credits while in DCF residential care are able to transfer those credits with them when they return to their school district.  Without this provision, students can return to school thinking they have earned enough credits to be Juniors, be told that their credits won’t transfer and that they are Freshmen.  Now there’s a 16 or 17 year old who’s being told he or she still has four years of school in front of him.
Right now, a school district is required to accept the credits of a youth entering their system from the Department of Correction school district (USD #1).  It is only fair that youth in the juvenile justice system, which is philosophically focused on rehabilitation, receive credit for their educational work while in the education system if those who are in the adult justice system are receiving credit for their educational work.  
Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.  Should you have any questions we would be happy to answer them.
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